Communications and Conflict in the Information Age
Assessment details:

This course is assessed by 2 X 3,000 word essays at the end of the semester.  The deadline for the first essay is Friday 28th November 2008 and for the second Monday 12th January 2009.

ESSAY TOPICS

You can either choose your essays from the ‘Discussion Topics’ on the course handout OR from the list below.  In exceptional circumstances, you can compose your own essay titles but it MUST be cleared first with Prof. Taylor.

1. ‘No conflict is possible without communications strategies and no victory is achievable if they are not effective’.  Discuss.

2. Identify, with examples from wars of the past century, the main characteristics of propaganda in wartime.

3. To what extent was the Revolution in Military Affairs in the 1990s driven by communications technologies?
4. Did modern propaganda come of age between 1914 and 1918 and, if so, how?

5. Examine the propaganda campaigns of either Britain or the USA or Nazi Germany or Soviet Russia in the Second World War.

6. ‘The Cold War was more a war of communications between competing ideologies than it was anything else’.  Discuss.

7. ‘The Vietnam Syndrome was largely a myth’.  Discuss.

8. How did the British manage the media during the Falklands Conflict of 1982?

9. To what extent was the memory of Vietnam a driving factor in US media management strategies during the Gulf War of 1991?

10. Evaluate the information war between NATO and Serbia over the Kosovo conflict of 1999.

11. Examine the relationship between terrorism and communications on, and after, 9/11.

12. To what degree were the justifications for the Iraq conflict in 2003 ‘mere propaganda’?

ADVICE FOR ESSAYS

Important points to bear in mind when writing essays:

· Research the topic as widely as you can. The main books for each topic are listed in the course handout but there are many others in the library that can provide satisfactory alternatives.  You should be working on the assumption that each essay should have had at least 8-12 books/articles consulted.  In the event of book shortage, don't forget the Internet, especially the website designed to support Prof Taylor’s courses, and other sources such as newspapers on CD-Rom in the Library.   The basis of good essay writing is wide research.

· Design a structure for your essay, usually with a beginning, middle and end.  The beginning should introduce the topic, its significance and how you propose to tackle it; the middle should form the core of your argument; the end should conclude with your own ideas (and NOT just summarise what you have written). The basis of a good essay is a clear structure.
· Always place the emphasis on analysis rather than narrative.  The essay will either ask a question or invite discussion.  Do not write a report.  Answer the question or fulfil the requirements of the title.  The basis of a good essay is a clear, coherent and consistent analysis.

· Work on the assumption that your tutor has read the items on the bibliography and does not want to see them merely reiterated.  He wants to see YOUR interpretation of that material.  The more the emphasis is on analysis, the higher the mark will be.
· Once you begin writing, always bear in mind the following questions: Am I answering the question? (It will not say 'Write everything you have found out about X').  How relevant is the material I am including to the question being asked? How can I provide an example/illustration of the point I have just made in order to give it greater authority?  Where are the flaws in my argument and how can I accommodate them? Relevant, well-illustrated and authoritative essays with personal interpretation will receive the higher marks.

· Pay due consideration to spelling, grammar and presentation.  This is particularly the case for students whose first language is not English, but it also applies to native speakers.  And do this even at the drafting stage.

· Give yourself plenty of time for research and writing up prior to the deadlines.  Rushed pieces of work invariably show through.

· Avoid plagiarism AT ALL COSTS.  If in doubt, consult the University regulations.  Essays that plagiarise the work of others will automatically fail.  

Guidelines for Seminars

· If you do not prepare for seminars by reading, discussion and thinking, you are wasting an opportunity

· If you do not participate in class discussions, you are denying yourself and your fellow classmates the opportunity to exchange information and ideas.

· Therefore, come well prepared in terms of having researched the topic and its issues and be prepared to talk coherently and intelligently.

ACCESS TO TUTOR/TUTORIAL BOOK COLLECTION & OTHER PROCEEDURES


Professional details about Professor Taylor can be found on the Institute’s World Wide Web site.  www.leeds.ac.uk/ics.  

You are welcome to drop in to discuss course - or other - matters by special appointment with Prof. Taylor.  His suregery hours at his office in 16 Clrendon Place are NORMALLY Monday-Thursdays from 12 to 1pm.  His e-mail is p.m.taylor@leeds.ac.uk
 
Books can be borrowed from the tutor's personal collection - provided the Library has been checked first.  Please sign the books in and out with your name, title/author of book, date borrowed/returned.


Please return books borrowed in this way within 48 hours (non-native speakers are allowed books for 72 hours) so that other students may have an opportunity to use them.  If Prof. Taylor is not in his office, please return them to the secretary’s office.  If you miss this return deadline, it could result in your not being allowed to borrow further books.


If you cannot contact the tutor electronically, you can leave messages for him in his marked pigeonhole in the Houldsworth Building.


Deposit essays in the boxes further down the same corridor for logging in once you have signed the plagiarism waver.  Draft essays, on the other hand, may be placed in these boxes, but notify the tutor via his pigeonhole that you have deposited them there.


You may contemplate using the tutor as a referee for job applications.  If you plan to do this, make a point of letting him know something about yourself, your interests and aspirations.  A c.v. always helps the writing of references.  

