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Osama bin-Laden Interview, June 1999:
Entering the Mind of an Adversary
Lieutenant Commander Youssef H. Aboul-Enein, U.S. Navy

Review EssayRM

Osama bin-Laden’s news medium
of choice, the Al-Jazeera television
network, has enabled him to con-
verse in a religious style of Arabic
used by learned men of theology in
Saudi Arabia. Al-Jazeera correspon-
dent Jamal Abdul-Latif Ismail, author
of Bin Laden, Al-Jazeera, and I (Bin
Laaden wa al-Jazeerah wa Ana) con-
ducted a most insightful interview
with Bin-Laden in 1999.1 This essay
focuses on excerpts from this inter-
view and helps the reader understand
the meaning behind Bin-Laden’s
words.

Getting the Interview
Ismail begins his book by describ-

ing how he obtained interviews with
Bin-Laden and the number two al-
Qaeda leader, Ayman Al-Zawahiri.
Getting to Bin-Laden involved many
false starts and required working
with contacts in London, Cairo, and
Peshawar: an al-Qaeda operative
would set up an interview with Ismail
then abruptly cancel it. It is impor-
tant to understand that Ayman Al-
Zawahiri and members of his Egyp-
tian Islamic Jihad (EIJ) orchestrated
media events. Al-Zawahiri, who has
a keen understanding of the power
of media, imagery, and slogans, is a
prolific writer about the past and fu-
ture of Islamic militancy. His book
Knights Under the Prophet’s Banner
is required reading for those who
wish to understand al-Qaeda.2 The
book explains the rationale behind Al-
Zawahiri’s strategic shift from attack-
ing Egypt to directly attacking the
United States.

Ismail dealt with several al-Qaeda
front men before landing the inter-
view with Bin-Laden. Meetings at
hotels and telephone calls at speci-
fied times finally resulted in Ismail’s
contact with Al-Zawahiri via tele-

phone. Ismail was taken to many safe
houses and never knew if he was
temporarily stopping for a rest or if
this was the place his interview
would occur. It took 16 months to
secure a face-to-face interview with
Bin-Laden. Bin-Laden no longer
grants personal interviews, no doubt
because al-Qaeda used a hit team
posing as a television crew on 9 Sep-
tember 2001 to assassinate Northern
Alliance commander Ahmed Shah
Masood in Afghanistan. Bin-Laden
now videotapes his messages.

Interview and Assessment
Ismail’s interview affords much

insight into Bin-Laden’s ego, mind,
and psyche. Bin-Laden uses sym-
bols and imagery that requires inter-
pretation and chooses words care-
fully to create a mystique and image
for Arab audiences. Excerpts from the
interview follow:

Ismail: Who is Osama bin-Laden,
and what does he want?

Bin-Laden: Praise be to Allah,
Usama bin Muhammed bin Awad bin
Laden was by Allah’s grace born to
Muslim parents on the Arabian
Peninsula in the Malaaz District of
Riyadh in the year 1377 Hejirah
[1957]. With Allah’s grace, we went
to Medina 6 months after my birth.
I then spent my entire life in the
Hijaz between Mecca, Medina, and
Jeddah.

My father Sheikh Muhammed
bin Awad bin Laden was born in
Hadramaut and left to work in the
Hijaz over 70 years ago. With Allah’s
grace, he was given an honor not
bestowed on any contractor and that
is the building of the holy mosque
in Mecca, which contains the bless-
ed Kaaba. [Muslims believe this is
the first House of God established
by the Prophet Abraham.] He then

undertook the construction of the
prophet’s mosque in Medina. When
the Jordanian government an-
nounced a bid to renovate the Dome
of the Rock Mosque in Jerusalem,
he gathered all his architects and
engineers and asked them to place a
bid without any profit. They insisted
that they could submit a competitive
bid and make a little profit on this
project. So, may Allah have mercy
on his soul, he further reduced the
bid in order to guarantee serving
this project. It is with Allah’s grace
that he would occasionally pray in
all three mosques in one day. It is
no secret that he was one of the
founders of the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia’s infrastructure.

After this I studied in the Hijaz and
majored in economics at Jeddah Uni-
versity or what is called King Abdul-
Aziz University, I learned early the
inner-workings of my father’s com-
pany, may Allah bless him, despite
the fact that my father died when I
was 10 years old, this is briefly who
Osama bin-Laden is.

Assessment: What Bin-Laden
does and does not reveal about him-
self speaks volumes. He opens his
interview by giving his full name,
which establishes his Arab and Is-
lamic bloodline. He never mentions
Saudi Arabia by name; he refers to
the country as the Arabian Penin-
sula. Bin-Laden wants his audience
to understand that he grew up in the
Hijaz province, where Islam was
founded 14 centuries ago.

Bin-Laden is tremendously proud
of his father but purposefully does
not mention his mother, a Syrian
woman who did not remain married
to his father for long. Bin-Laden did
not want to detract from his image
as a pure Arab fighter by disclosing
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that his mother was Syrian. An Arab
in Bin-Laden’s mind is defined not by
language, but by religion and geog-
raphy. An Arab is one who is from
the Arabian Peninsula—a Sunni
Muslim—everyone else (Egyptians,
Iranians, and Syrians) being less
pure.

When Bin-Laden mentions that
his father died when Bin-Laden was
a child, he sends the message to lis-
teners that he became independent
at an early age. In Arabian society
the loss of a father is significant be-
cause he is the chief patriarch. Much
attention is given to the fact that the
Prophet Muhammed was orphaned
at a young age and needed an elder
to protect him. Bin-Laden might have
modeled himself after Muhammed or
hidden the fact that his older brother
took care of his mother and him until
Bin-Laden was able to inherit his
father’s funds.

Ismail: What do you want?
Bin-Laden: What we want and

what we are demanding are the rights
of every living being. We demand
that our land be freed from our en-
emies, and that our land be freed from
Americans. For these living creatures
were given by God a protective in-
stinct that refused to be intruded
upon. For these, may Allah praise
you, are like the chickens. When an
armed person enters a chicken’s
home, it attacks [the assailant], and
it is only a chicken.

We demand the rights for every
living creature, specifically human
rights and in particular the [rights] of
Muslims. There were aggressions on
the lands of Islam, particularly the
holy shrines, the Al-Aqsa Mosque,
the first center [qibla] in which
Prophet Muhammed, peace be upon
him [PBUH], directed his prayers.
This aggression continued with the
alliance between crusaders and Jews
that is led by America and Israel, in
which they have taken the land of the
two holy mosques [reference to
Saudi Arabia], and there is no power
except by Allah. We desire to insti-
gate the community [of Muslims] to
undertake the liberation of their land
and fight for the sake of Allah, most
high, so that Islamic law and Allah’s
are raised high.

Assessment: Bin-Laden’s demand
for human rights is classic mimicry of

the Western view of international
human rights. Militants will feign
democracy and petition for freedom
to seek power, but once in power,
impose a religious dictatorship. Bin-
Laden makes clear his goals to insti-
gate an Islamic militant revolution
against the United States and Israel.
Bin-Laden believes the United States
and Israel are in collusion to domi-
nate the Islamic world. “There is no
power except for Allah,” is an old
saying that denotes the helplessness
of Muslims. Bin-Laden uses his mes-
sages of violent jihad as the remedy
for this helplessness.

Ismail:  [Ismail asks Bin-Laden
about recent attacks by British and
U.S. forces against Iraq during Op-
eration Desert Fox.]

Bin-Laden: Praise be to Allah, the
last attack [1999] that occurred a few
days ago in Iraq was directed by
America and Britain. This confirms
many meanings that are both danger-
ous and significant. We will not dis-
cuss here the material and human
losses, the killing of our Muslim
brothers from among the Iraqi people
but will discuss the proofs [rationale]
behind these attacks. America ac-
cuses Iraq of using poison gasses on
its own people and against the
Kurds. America accuses Iraq of us-
ing its destructive weapons against
Iran. What is significant and what
people should stop and take note of
is that America did not speak of
these things at that juncture, America
at that time aided [Iraq], who was
subsidized by many agents in the
region.

It [Iraq] became the largest Arab
[military] power in the region threat-
ening the security of the Jews and
Israeli security that has occupied the
legacy [Al-Aqsa Mosque] left us by
our holy prophet [PBUH]. It was
when [this threat to Israel] appeared
that it began making an issue of
these things [Iraq’s weapons capa-
bility]. It [America] claims to hold
them [Israel] accountable, [America
says]: correct, there are advanced
weapons and weapons of mass de-
struction in Israel, but Israel has
never used them, but Iraq uses them;
this talk is redundant. America also
possesses these weapons and has
deployed them hitting entire nations
in the Far East in Nagasaki and

Hiroshima after Japan surrendered
and World War II was beginning its
conclusion. Despite this, America
insisted on striking nations [their]
fathers, children, women, and elderly.
The truth must be revealed that any
attack today against any nation in the
Islamic world is in reality an attack
[orchestrated] by Israel and that
people must awake to this reality.

People must organize large popu-
lar movements to bring down world
organizations that have enslaved
and maintained their positions at the
expense of Islam and the Muslims.
America has divorced itself from this
popular discontent, for the Jews
have been able to direct the Chris-
tians from among the Americans and
English to encourage the strike
against Iraq. It is the Israeli influence
and Jewish influence inside the
White House that has become clear.
For the Defense Secretary is Jewish,
the Secretary of State is Jewish, the
head of the CIA and national secu-
rity, [all of] the highest officials are
Jews. They have encouraged the
Christians to clip the wings of the
Islamic world and the real objective
is not Saddam Hussein but the de-
velopment of the Islamic world as an
emerging world power [sic]. They
have struck Iraq, encircled Libya be-
fore, or if [the Americans] strike the
Al-Shifa factory in Sudan, and it was
a plant that made medicine, are all
clear signs of recent events [sic].

It has become clear that no Mus-
lim should and every sane person
not go to the United Nations. Mus-
lims legally must not succumb to this
organization that is heretical. We will
tell those intelligent non-Muslims not
to go to this organization, for look at
North Korea, for [would] any sane
person go to an infidel to receive
judgment[?]

Assessment: Bin-Laden finishes
this section by railing about the
United Nations, America’s control of
the organization, and its right to veto
on the Security Council. He accuses
Muslims who wish to divide the
Muslims for their own gain or those
who participate in the United Na-
tions as not understanding their own
faith.

Bin-Laden’s claim that the United
States dropped the atomic bomb af-
ter Japan surrendered displays his



111MILITARY REVIEW l September -October 2004

incredible misunderstanding of the
events of World War II. He has no
comprehension of World War II,
Operation Olympic, or U.S. President
Harry S. Truman’s decision to use the
atomic bomb to shorten the war.3 Bin-
Laden’s reference to World War II
and his manipulation of Islamic his-
tory and the law shows how he takes
pieces of history and alters them to
justify his arguments. He views the
Japanese self-sacrifice and kamikaze
ethic from a jihadist perspective.

Bin-Laden’s vehement anti-
Semitism is a staple of many Islamic
militant groups but also shows his
fixation on Israel and the demonizing
of Jews, partly because of the Wah-
habi doctrine by which he was
raised. It is not to Bin-Laden’s advan-
tage to reveal Muhammed’s relation-
ship with the Jews in Medina, where
there was a societal compact be-
tween Muslims and Jews to live as
one community. It is also not in Bin-
Laden’s interest to mention that early
Christians helped sustain early Islam.
One must also remember Bin-Laden’s
religious education is steeped in the
teachings of Wahhabism. Wahhab-
ism’s founder, Muhammed bin
Abdul-Wahab, in Kitab al-Tawheed
wrote, “The ways of the people of
the book (Jews and Christians) are
condemned as polytheist.”4 Abdul-
Wahab’s Islam is far more intolerant
than 7th-century Muslim doctrine.
Bin-Laden’s focus is on incitement at
all costs, and he prefers a simple ex-
planation of a world in which Mus-
lims are perpetual victims and self-
examination is discouraged.

Ismail: What impact did the Brit-
ish and American strikes on Baghdad
have on anti-American sentiments in
the region, and [do you] see military
responses curbing [your] terrorist
efforts?

Bin-Laden: Praise Allah, what
must be understood regarding this
question is that the Muslim nations
after this attack are nations that are
not in control of its destiny. Our en-
emies roam freely and with conceit
through our homes, lands, and air
space. They strike [Muslims] without
seeking anyone’s permission and
especially during this attack. . . . The
current [Arab] regimes are in a deep
conspiracy [with the adversary, and
have lost the] ability to do anything

against this obscene occupation. For
it is up to Muslims, particularly the
Ahl al-Hal Wal-Aqd [those leaders
that loosen and bind communities];
those of truthful Ulama, believing
merchants, and heads of tribes must
immigrate for Allah’s sake and find
for themselves a place where they
can raise the banner of [offensive]
jihad. To make their umma [commu-
nities] aware of [the importance of]
preserving their religion and dignity,
otherwise all shall be lost. They must
reflect on what has happened to our
brothers in Palestine . . . the Pales-
tinian nation used to be famous for
its agricultural prowess. . . . This
nation today has made refugees un-
welcome and rejected around the
world. . . . Why is there no response
when the Holy Mosque in Jerusalem
is under attack, what will make 1.2
billion Muslims move? This is some-
thing that is incredulous that must be
addressed. . . . Anyone believing that
[America will not] strike is living in a
fantasy.

Assessment: Bin-Laden’s refer-
ence to immigrating to a place where
a banner of jihad can be raised is
intended to encourage Muslims to
join him in Afghanistan. Playing on
Islamic history once again, Bin-Laden
describes how Muhammed was
forced to leave Mecca to go to
Medina, where he established the
first Muslim society. Bin-Laden takes
this hijra (withdrawal) out of context.
Muhammed was ordered to leave
Mecca to spare Muslims from geno-
cide. Bin-Laden also conveniently
excludes how Muhammed peacefully
interacted with non-Muslims in
Medina and how he attempted to
construct a single community made
up of Muslims, Jews, and other non-
Muslims.

Bin-Laden’s idea of migration and
waging offensive jihad was also
used in the 1970s and 1980s by an
Egyptian terrorist group called Takfir
wal Hijrah whose followers left Cairo
and traveled to remote regions of
southern Egypt to wage war against
Egyptian authorities. No doubt Bin-
Laden and his Egyptian ideologue,
Ayman Al-Zawahiri, have discussed
many Islamic militant movements and
their tactics.

Bin-Laden’s reference to truthful
Ulama (religious scholars) comes

from his belief that any cleric who
does not espouse Bin-Laden’s reli-
gious view is being paid by Arab
regimes. He considers the Saudi
Council of Ulama a mouthpiece of
the government. Bin-Laden admires
militant Saudi clerics like Sheikh Safar
Al-Hawali, whose sermons about an
inevitable clash between Islam and
the West are widely disseminated by
cassette tape. Al-Hawali’s diatribes,
which appeal to many young Saudi
students, offer an alternate and mili-
tant explanation to the perceived im-
potence of the Saudi regime during
Operation Desert Storm. Al-Hawali’s
radical speeches include diatribes
about a worldwide conspiracy
against Islam by the United States
and Israel.

There are indications that the reli-
gious and political views of the 15
Saudis among the terrorists who at-
tacked the World Trade Center were
shaped by Al-Hawali’s tapes. An-
other popular militant Saudi cleric,
Skeikh Salman Al-Auda, has written
a book, The End of History, which
highlights the decay of Western civi-
lization and uses Muslims to accel-
erate the collapse of the West.5

Ismail:  Will there be a response to
the cruise-missile attacks on Af-
ghanistan of 1998?

Bin-Laden: With Allah’s grace we
have formulated with many of our
brothers around the globe the World
Islamic Front for the Jihad Against
the Jews and Crusaders. The Front’s
organization and coordination is
coming along in an exceptional man-
ner. It will have a wider ability to
move and achieve victory for the
faith and take revenge on the Jews,
Christians, and Americans.

Assessment: Bin-Laden’s re-
sponse demonstrates his patience
and unwillingness to strike without
careful planning and coordination.
This is not the answer of an impul-
sive person.

Ismail points out to Bin-Laden
that there have been no operations
carried out since the announcement
at the World Islamic Front.

Bin-Laden: [This organization]
has not gained firm roots, and its
members come from varied back-
grounds around the world. They
have wide activities within the move-
ment. It is also not necessary to
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announce every operation they have
attempted or succeeded in.

Important Lessons
from the Interview

Several concepts contained in
Bin-Laden’s interview must be high-
lighted to help the reader understand
the rationale behind Bin-Laden’s
thoughts. He claims that 75 percent
of Americans supported President
Bill Clinton’s 1998 and 1999 opera-
tions against Afghanistan and Iraq.
He considers U.S. civilians and sol-
diers to be one and the same,
thereby justifying killing U.S. civil-
ians. Bin-Laden admits that he set up
military training camps and trained
over 15,000 men—the majority from
Arab countries—during the Soviet
occupation of Afghanistan.

Ismail asked Bin-Laden about his
being implicated in Sheikh Abdullah
Azzam’s assassination. Bin-Laden
never directly answered this ques-
tion but, instead, lavished praise on
Azzam as a key leader in the Islamic
militant movement. Azzam organized
the first Arab resistance against the
Soviet Union during the invasion
of Afghanistan. Azzam’s Maktab-al-
Khadamat-al-Mujahidden (Mujah-
ideen Services Office) also known as
Al-Qaeda al-Sulba (the firm base)
became the core of Bin-Laden’s or-
ganization.

When asked about his health, Bin-
Laden said he could ride a horse 70
kilometers without needing a rest.
This statement is meant to appeal to
the romantic image of Arabs as war-
riors and skilled horsemen. Bin-Laden
says it is the right of Muslims to
acquire nuclear technology and that
the West can no longer monopo-
lize it. He believes veterans of the So-
viet war against Afghanistan bear a
high responsibility. With only small
numbers of rocket-propelled gre-
nades, Kalshnikovs, and antitank
mines, they were able to crush the
greatest superpower known to
mankind. Bin-Laden is convinced
that the United States is weaker than
the former Soviet Union, citing the
withdrawal of U.S. forces from
Somalia as a sign of American weak-
ness. He has created an alternate
history that claims that U.S. forces,
under the banner of the United
Nations, killed 13,000 Somalis. Bin-
Laden refuses to believe that U.S.
forces were in Somalia to feed starv-

ing refugees and deter warlords from
using food as a weapon to control
them.

Bin-Laden’s Views
on Petro-Politics

Ismail describes Bin-Laden’s belief
that America robs Saudi Arabia of its
oil wealth. Bin-Laden explains that
during the reign of King Faisal, the
United States paid only 70 cents per
barrel [of oil]. In the 1973 oil crisis,
the Muslims asserted their economic
power using oil as a weapon, and
prices began to rise to $40 per bar-
rel. When the [oil] prices leveled off
to $36, the United States pressured
Gulf countries to increase their pro-
duction to lower prices. Bin-Laden
labels this “the great swindle.” Do-
ing basic math, Bin-Laden explains
that from $36 the price was lowered
to $9 per barrel, he relates the retail
price at $144 per barrel, or a loss of
$135. He multiplied $135 by the 30
million barrels produced in the Islamic
world daily, totaling a loss of $4.5
billion per day for Muslim nations.
He breaks down the loss over 25
years to $30,000 for every Muslim
man, woman, and child. Although
this is an oversimplification of petro-
leum production and evolution of
agreements between oil companies
and oil-producing nations, it is high-
lighted to demonstrate the skill with
which Bin-Laden panders to the dis-
enfranchised, giving them an alter-
nate history.

Aside from exporting atrocities
around the world, Bin-Laden exports
alternative messages that must be
discredited. He has a skill at taking
World War II history out of context
and packaging Quranic verses, pro-
phetic sayings, and Islamic militant
writings from the 13th through the
20th century and passing them off as
theology. In a post-11 September

2001 world, the United States must
find the logic behind Bin-Laden’s
diatribe to begin the process of dis-
crediting it Islamically and intellectu-
ally. In the end we will capture the
likes of Bin-Laden and Al-Zawahiri,
but their writings, commentaries, and
speeches will outlive them. Disman-
tling their arguments is an important
aspect in this war on terrorism.

Fifty years from now when young
Muslims read Bin-Laden and Al-
Zawahiri’s works, they will hopefully
reflect on how not to lapse into Is-
lamic militancy, much like Adolf
Hitler’s Mein Kampf is viewed as a
lesson on how not to lapse into fas-
cism.6 From a military education per-
spective, the United States has spent
hours discussing the ideology and
military tactics of the Vietnamese; a
new corpus of literature must be de-
veloped for this new adversary. MR
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THE LIBERTY INCIDENT:  The 1967
Israeli Attack on the U.S. Navy Spy
Ship, A. Jay Cristol, Brassey’s Inc,
Herndon, VA, 2002, 294 pages, $27.50.

On 9 June 1967, Israel’s Air Force
and Navy attacked the USS Liberty
(a U.S. Navy Intelligence ship). Sev-
eral conclusions about why it was at-
tacked have been put forward since
then, but I believe A. Jay Cristol has
ended the controversy about the in-
cident with his new book, The Lib-
erty Incident: The 1967 Israeli At-
tack on the U.S. Navy Spy Ship.

Cristol, a retired navy aviator, who
is a federal judge, spent a decade
conducting over 500 interviews; re-
searching hundreds of articles and
dozens of books, studying thou-
sands of pages of official U.S. and
Israeli investigations, and assem-
bling his research into an outstand-
ing book.

Was the Liberty’s attack inten-
tional or a mistake? How did the
United States and Israel contribute to
the incident? What was the Liberty
doing in the area? Was there a cover-
up? Is there validity in any of the
conspiracy theories? Cristol analyzes
these and many other questions with
evidence and unbiased thinking.
LTC Rick Baillergeon, USA, Retired,

Fort Leavenworth, Kansas

POETS OF WORLD WAR II,
Harvey Shapiro, ed., The Library of
America, New York, 2003, 304 pages,
$20.00.

Was it so hard, Achilles, So very
hard to die—Patrick Shaw-Stewart,
Gallipoli, 1917.

This anthology is one in a series
published by the American Poets
Project, an effort intended to produce
a first-time “compact national library
of poets.” Poets of World War II con-
sists of 120 poems by 62 poets, 42
from veterans, making it similar in
concept to kindred anthologies such
as Jan Barry’s Peace is Our Profes-
sion: Poems and Passages of War
Protest (East River Anthology,
Perkasie, PA, 1981). The book in-

cludes works by conscientious ob-
jectors and other war-resisters such
as Robinson Jeffers and William
Stafford. The contributors, all cred-
ible objectivists and imagists, are “fol-
lowers of the formal school of South-
ern verse and dense rhetoric.”

Editor Harvey Shapiro, an Ivy
League-educated poet and a veteran
of 35 combat missions as a B-17 tail
gunner, sets a solemn tone, stating
that although the Allies are victori-
ous, “the sight of dead bodies is
scattered among these poems the
way bodies were washed up on the
shores of invasion beaches.” His
purpose for compiling the anthology
was “to demonstrate that the Ameri-
can poets of the war produced a
body of work that has not yet been
recognized for its clean and power-
ful eloquence.”

Shapiro gathered some of the best
poetry of the war, including infre-
quently published but no less majes-
tically poignant, air war poems by
John Ciardi, James Dickey, Richard
Eberhart, Randall Jarrell, Howard
Nemerov, and Richard Hugo (al-
though his opus magnum, “Mission
to Linz,” does not appear here). Some
of the best poems of ground com-
bat are by Louis Simpson, George
Oppen, and Anthony Hecht. Several
poems are quite moving, such as
James Tate’s “The Lost Pilot,” writ-
ten for his father who was killed in
action when Tate was 5 months old,
and Peter Viereck’s “‘Vale’ from
Carthage,” which he wrote on the
occasion of his brother’s death in the
European theater.

There are sublime elegies like
Vladimir Nabokov’s “When he was
small, when he would fall” and Rich-
ard Eberhart’s “A Ceremony by the
Sea.” Many poets achieve a power-
ful austerity through just a few lines,
as Samuel Menashe does in his 18-
syllable, 5-line poem, “Beachhead.”

The poems are not solely about
combat and its effects. They also in-
form the wider ontology of war in

verse that emerges into the fore-
ground of military victory to ask un-
answered questions about race and
class. Compelling examples are Witter
Bynner’s “Defeat” and Gwendolyn
Brook’s “Negro Hero.”

For poetry enthusiasts and stu-
dents of how war relates to literature
and the arts, Shapiro’s book is an ex-
emplary, diverse collection and a per-
fect companion to Leon Stokes-
bury’s Articles of War: A Collection
of American Poetry About World War
2 (University of Arkansas Press,
Fayetteville, 1990). Poets of World
War II includes an introduction by
Shapiro and a helpful biographical
section.

Ever since Plato’s Cratylus (circa
360 B.C.) scholars have debated how
poetry closes the aesthetic space be-
tween the reader’s expectations and
the poet’s ability to meet them. This
work accomplishes that closure quite
effectively even though six decades
have passed since the end of World
War II.

MAJ Jeffrey C. Alfier, USAF,
Ramstein AB, Germany

FACTORIES OF DEATH: Japanese
Biological Warfare, 1932-1945, and the
American Cover-Up, Sheldon H. Harris,
Routledge, New York, 2002, 385 pages,
$24.95.

From 1931 to 1945 the Japanese
Army engaged in biological warfare
(BW) and chemical warfare (CW)
experiments using live human sub-
jects, which led to the first wide-
spread use of bacteriological agents
in the war. This definitive work about
Unit 731 (the Japanese Army’s bac-
teriological warfare center) and its
commander, Lieutenant General Ishii
Shiro, is the result of more than 20
years of research, including 12 field
trips to China.

Biological warfare was part of
Japan’s search for relatively cheap,
war-winning weapons. Intertwined
with this was a debate over World
War I lessons and the ways Japan
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could survive in a social Darwinian
world surrounded by hostile powers.
Author Sheldon H. Harris draws to-
gether numerous strands of intellec-
tual, social, and scientific history, re-
vealing that Japanese doctors were
blind to their work’s ethical and moral
implications because of the fashion
in which they were educated and
trained. He explains that the wide-
spread interest in biological and
chemical warfare was a result of its
being seen as a “higher form of kill-
ing” or a more humane form of war-
fare. Harris’s descriptions of experi-
ments are unpleasant, and the reader
shares Harris’s disgust for the
perpetrator’s moral lapses.

Although the atrocities occurred
in Manchuria, the only country to
hold war crime trials was the Soviet
Union, and this was done in a low-
key manner. China has placed a wall
of secrecy around the subject, partly
because of the place Manchuria
holds in the founding mythology of
the People’s Republic as explicated in
Rana Mitter, The Manchurian Myth:
Nationalism, Resistance and Col-
laboration in Modern China
(Berkeley: University of California
Press, 2000).

Factories of Death: Japanese
Biological Warfare, 1932-1945, and
the American Cover-Up is unpleas-
ant to read because it deals with a
distasteful subject. Harris gathers
particularly damning evidence and
presents Ishii Shiro and his col-
leagues as amoral monsters who ex-
perimented on human beings to cre-
ate new weapons of war. The book’s
two parts, “Japanese Factories of
Death” and “American Cover-Up,”
are meticulously researched with the
results presented in an outraged
tone, which leads to this important
book’s one minor flaw—its shrill
tone.

Harris shows how the U.S. Army
used the Japanese war criminals’
meticulously kept records to advance
its own BW and CW studies. The
Army classified the records and de-
layed Harris’s Freedom of Informa-
tion Act requests. What emerges is
a picture of Japanese and American
governments at their worst. The Japa-
nese government condoned or did
not want to know the details of the
experiments, although it attempted to

use what was discovered to fashion
biological weapons, and Americans
shielded these war criminals while
using Japanese research to supple-
ment their own. The picture of offi-
cial obfuscation and mendacity is not
pretty.

For years, Japan denied Unit 731
existed or that experiments even oc-
curred. The U.S. Government simul-
taneously covered up and stone-
walled investigations. Japan refused
to admit that its Army and Navy com-
mitted war crimes, including the use
of civilians as comfort women (sex
slaves). Japan’s treatment of World
War II history in its textbooks is
questionable. Japan remembers the
atomic bombings, but not the events
leading up to them. This willful am-
nesia extends to the Nanjing Massa-
cre, which Japanese revisionists still
deny ever happened.

Four days before Harris’s death
on 31 August 2002, a Japanese court
admitted Japan had conducted bio-
logical warfare in China, but the court
rejected surviving victims’ claims to
compensation. The court’s decision
ended more than 5 decades of denial.

Lewis Bernstein, Ph.D.,
Huntsville, Alabama

CHINESE WARFIGHTING: The
PLA Experience Since 1949, Mark A.
Ryan, David M. Finkelstein, and Michael
A. McDevitt, eds., M.E. Sharpe, Armonk,
New York, 2003, 319 pages, $69.95.

Books in English about Chinese
warfighting are rare; most date from
the Korean war. Therefore, any new
book on the subject is welcome.
Chinese Warfighting: The PLA Expe-
rience Since 1949 is an essay col-
lection that includes discussions on
patterns of warfare, doctrine, China’s
post-World War II civil war, the at-
tempts to take Taiwan, the Korean
war, the Sino-Indian war, the Sino-
Soviet border conflicts, the Sino-Viet-
namese war, the People’s Liberation
Army (PLA), the Navy, and the PLA
Air Force.

Also of interest is what is not in
the book, such as the Chinese civil
war, which shaped the PLA and pro-
duced its leaders through the 1980s.
The book only covers the civil war
after 1949, but that war was seminal,
ran the gamut from guerrilla to con-
ventional war, and included a war

against Japan, chemical warfare, ur-
ban combat, and a linkup with Soviet
forces. A concept of civil war is nec-
essary to understand the PLA. The
Chinese war in Tibet, the military
actions against the excesses of the
cultural revolution, and the current
Chinese actions against guerrillas in
Xinjiang Province are also not dis-
cussed.

This book is about Chinese mili-
tary actions against other countries.
China’s domestic use of the military
is not discussed at all. Seeing how
the Communist Party, which began
its climb to power as a guerrilla force,
dealt with conflicting guerrilla forces
and internal dissent would have
been interesting. The invasion of
Tibet also clearly deserved inclusion.

The book deals with operational
and strategic levels of Chinese con-
flict but occasionally dips into the
tactical level, which remains terra in-
cognita to most of us. Chinese
Warfighting is clearly a book for the
military professional. Editors David
M. Finkelstein and Michael A.
McDevitt’s essays are well written,
and the military reader is rewarded
for his time.

LTC Lester W. Grau, USA, Retired,
Fort Leavenworth, Kansas

THE BATTLE OF THE ATLANTIC:
Hitler’s Gray Wolves of the Sea and
the Allies’ Desperate Struggle to De-
feat Them, Andrew Williams, Basic Book,
Cambridge, MA, 2003, 320 pages, $30.00.

“The U-boat attack was the only
thing that ever really frightened me
during the war,” said British Prime
Minister Winston Churchill. Coming
from a man who lived through one
of the most storied air battles in his-
tory—the Battle of Britain—as well
as the nightmare of never-before-
seen rocket attacks, such a comment
gives one pause. Why, with the ma-
jor defeats Great Britain and her al-
lies suffered in Africa and Europe
and the harrowing escape from
Dunkirk, was Churchill only fright-
ened of the U-boat war? The reason
is the U-boat war gave the Nazis their
greatest hope for defeating the Brit-
ish. Surprisingly, few knew then how
close Great Britain was to defeat.
Unfortunately, fewer know now.

As an island nation, Great Britain
depended on imports for its eco-
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nomic, social, and military survival.
Britain’s life blood depended on its
ability to trade with and receive sup-
port from the United States and
Canada. Britain’s leaders knew this,
and so did many Nazi leaders, includ-
ing German Admiral Karl Donitz. Us-
ing the U-boat, Donitz developed
tactics, techniques, and procedures
to sever Britain’s lifeline.

Donitz’s crews saw themselves as
elites and members of a family sav-
ing the German Fatherland. Working
tirelessly to find technological advan-
tages to keep ahead of the Allies,
Donitz devised a plan for U-boat
warfare to strangle and starve Great
Britain and cause its downfall. He
almost succeeded.

From the war’s beginning, the
German U-boat campaign achieved
remarkable success. By the war’s end,
Allied losses amounted to approxi-
mately 50,000 men and 15 million tons
of materiel. Losses reached such a
level that Great Britain was using and
losing more supplies and food than
it could replace. Stocks were at such
minimal levels that nationwide star-
vation was only weeks away. The
course of the war was hanging in the
balance, and victory was within the
grasp of the Third Reich. Great Brit-
ain, however, prevailed, and the Na-
zis were defeated. How was such a
reversal of fortunes possible?

The Allies worked just as hard to
fight the U-boat menace as the Ger-
mans did in preparing it. Technologi-
cal advances, such as sonar and ra-
dar, combined with convoy tactics
and aggressive long-range air cover
effectively combated the early advan-
tages U-boats enjoyed. The success-
ful efforts of code breakers was also
important in the course of the battle.
Yet, all this took time. How was Great
Britain able to buy the time needed
to counteract the effects of the U-
boat battle?

The battles between U-boats and
Allied shipping took place outside
the public’s view. There were no hor-
rific photographs of destroyed build-
ings and cities in flames and no
stream of refugees reciting the hor-
rors of war and spreading fear and
panic. Great Britain’s government
kept the devastation from the pub-
lic, minimizing its psychological ef-
fect. That Donitz was never able to

show Hitler the devastation he had
created diminished his argument for
more and better boats versus the
Luftwaffe’s argument for more air-
craft. The inability to visualize the
effect of the U-boat battle on both
sides of the channel bought time for
the Allies to reverse their fortunes.

Williams does an excellent job
bringing the battle to life once again.
The reader is introduced to both pro-
tagonists, and shown how they lived,
fought, and often died. The Allies’
desperation is palpable, and emo-
tions ranging from arrogance to de-
spair on the part of Germany are eas-
ily felt.

LTC David G. Rathgeber, USMC,
Retired, Camp Pendleton, California

FLYBOYS: A True Story of Courage,
James Bradley, Little Brown and Company,
New York, 400 pages, $25.95.

Flyboys, a great, haunting work,
quickly engages readers. James Bra-
dley, the bestselling author of Flags
of Our Fathers (Bantam, New York,
2000) tells the remarkable tale of avia-
tors and their courage in the Pacific
during World War II. Bradley con-
tacted Bill Doran who attended the
trials of the Japanese defendants fol-
lowing the war. Doran had signed a
nondisclosure statement following
the proceedings, but he always be-
lieved the aviator’s story needed to
be told. With the information declas-
sified, he could.

The story began on the island of
Chichi Jima. Bradley details the back-
grounds, missions, capture, and sub-
sequent execution of seven Navy
and Marine Corps aviators just as the
battle of Iwo Jima was raging to the
south. The shape of Chichi Jima
made bombing runs hazardous, yet
the communications stations on the
island had to be destroyed. Bombing
missions cost many aviators their
lives and caused the capture of sev-
eral more. Bradley recounts one re-
markable story of a naval aviator who
was shot down. The pilot was res-
cued by a U.S. submarine before the
Japanese could attempt capture. The
aviator’s name was George H.W.
Bush.

Bush’s insights and emotions
about being shot down and the loss
of his two crew members are memo-

rable. Bradley writes, “Looking into
the eyes of arguably the most accom-
plished and successful man alive,” he
saw the same survivor’s guilt he had
observed in other veterans. The
former president said he “thinks
about those guys all the time.”

Although Flyboys tells the avia-
tors’ stories, readers looking for an
exact replica of Flags of Our Fathers
might be disappointed. Bradley ex-
pands on this story much more than
in his previous book and uses the
story of the eight aviators to explore
the evolution of Japanese militarism
and the underlying reasons behind
the bushido code, the Japanese per-
spective on expansion in China, and
the Japanese philosophy toward kill-
ing and atrocities. Bradley writes that
the Japanese viewed America as
hypocritical because of U.S. atroci-
ties during previous wars and during
the country’s Westward expansion.
Bradley tells the story of the Doolittle
raid and how fire-bombing the Japa-
nese mainland led to Japan’s hatred
of aviators and its desire for revenge,
a desire that resulted in the deaths
of over 250,000 Chinese and the pas-
sage of the Enemy Airmens’ Act that
led to the execution of three Doolittle
flyers.

Bradley’s storytelling style allows
readers to get to know the people he
writes about. He interviews friends
and family and describes the capture
of the seven aviators and their inter-
rogations, beatings, and interactions
with the Japanese. Bradley also
describes how each aviator faced
execution, why Japanese command-
ers ordered the executions, why the
subordinates who carried them out
had a misguided sense of honor and
warrior spirit, and describes the hor-
ror and barbarity that occurred after
the executions. Readers will be left
wondering how men could do such
things to other men.

The book includes the poignant
story of the aviators’ families who
were first told their sons were miss-
ing, then that the men were killed in
action, but the families were never
told the details of their deaths. The
family’s emotional journeys and the
effect their loved ones’ deaths had on
their lives are compelling. The later
war crimes trials on Chichi Jima were
conducted in secret, partly to spare
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the families the horrific details of
their sons’ deaths. When the media
finally reported the details, the fami-
lies were understandably inconsol-
able.

Bradley admits he doubts justice
was served—a conviction that
comes through in his writing. He ex-
plores why the United States did not
bring some of the Japanese war crimi-
nals to justice, especially the Japa-
nese Emperor. Bradley’s conclusions
raise important questions about the
U.S. sense of justice and U.S. con-
cessions to Japan.

I highly recommend this interest-
ing, compelling, thought-provoking
story about courage, honor, and
sacrifice.

LTC Robert J. Rielly,  USA,
Fort Leavenworth, Kansas

NAPOLEON’S GLANCE: The Se-
cret of Strategy, William Duggan,
Thunder’s Mouth Press, New York, 2003,
280 pages, $24.95.

Were you ever engaged in solv-
ing a perplexing problem when the
solution suddenly became as obvi-
ous as daylight? If so, you have ex-
perienced what led Napoleon to suc-
cess—sudden insight—intuition,
based on experience, says author of
Napoleon’s Glance: The Secret of
Strategy, William Duggan. While this
might at first appear too simplistic,
Duggan details vignettes about the
sudden insights of Pablo Picasso;
Saint Paul; civil and suffrage rights
activists Ella Baker and Alice Paul;
and a third-world banker, among oth-
ers. Napoleon’s Glance gives read-
ers an enjoyable series of vignettes,
but it will not be particularly reward-
ing to serious readers.

COL Arley H. McCormick, USA,
Retired, Huntsville, Alabama

THE BATTLE OF KÖNIGGRÄTZ:
Prussia’s Victory over Austria, 1866,
Gordon A. Craig, University of Pennsyl-
vania Press, Philadelphia, 2003 (first
printing 1964), 224 pages, $14.95.

In 1866, news of Prussia’s dra-
matic victory over Austria at König-
grätz caused the papal secretary to
exclaim “Casca il mondo!” (the world
is collapsing). After the Battle of
Königgrätz, nothing would be the
same again. Suddenly, the balance
of power in Central Europe was

overthrown; Germany unified itself
around upstart Prussia, and the old
Austrian empire began its long skid
to the trash heap of history. In time,
Königgrätz would be seen as the
beginning of Europe’s “German prob-
lem,” a problem that needed two
world wars to resolve.

The battle changed power relation-
ships and warfare itself. With each
combatant deploying a quarter-mil-
lion soldiers, the Battle of Königgrätz
became the largest battle to that time
in history. Helmuth von Moltke, the
architect of victory, showed the
world that an elite group of highly
educated officers could guide. The
group became the modern general
staff. And, by overthrowing the Aus-
trians in a brilliant, 7-week campaign,
chief of staff Von Moltke developed
a military system that became the
model for the rest of the world’s
armies.

Given the importance of the
events of 1866, the story of the
“Seven Weeks War” deserves the
scholarship and writing skills of a
first-rate historian. For that reason,
military history students will be grati-
fied with the reprint of Gordon Craig’s
Königgrätz, Prussia’s Victory over
Austria, 1866. When the book first
appeared in 1964, it became the stan-
dard English-language work on the
subject. Since then, others have of-
fered new, more-detailed interpreta-
tions of the campaign, most con-
spicuously Geoffrey Wawro’s 1996
book, The Austro-Prussian War:
Austria’s War with Prussia and Italy
in 1886 (Cambridge University Press,
New York, 1997), but Craig’s account
still represents the best entry point
for readers new to the wars of Ger-
man Unification.

The book is old-fashioned military
history, although it did not have to
be, given Craig’s impressive schol-
arly credentials. He chose to focus
squarely on armies, commanders, and
battles, but if this emphasis is “old
fashioned,” one can hardly call the
book “drums and bugles” history.
Craig balances crisp battle narratives
with plenty of thoughtful analysis.
The book leads to a clear understand-
ing of what Dennis Showalter has re-
cently called the “Prusso-German
Revolution in Military Affairs.”

One of Craig’s most significant ac-

complishments is his contemporary
interpretation of the battle. Most ob-
servers missed the significance of
Von Moltke’s brilliant operational
scheme and the command and con-
trol system that brought it to fruition
at Königgrätz. The majority of pun-
dits cite the Dreyse needle gun as the
secret of the Prussian victory, but in
emphasizing the role of new technol-
ogy, they overlooked the conceptual
and organizational innovations that
were the real secret to Von Moltke’s
success. The Prussian plan, the Prus-
sian system, and Prussian staffs were
what put the Prussian needle guns
in position to win the battle. When
contemporary pundits give technol-
ogy too much credit, they fall into a
trap into which many others have
also stumbled.

Most history books have a viable
shelf life of 7 to 8 years before more
current scholarship supplants them.
After almost 30 years, Craig’s König-
grätz still has much to offer. I highly
recommend it.

LTC Scott Stephenson, USA,
Retired, Fort Leavenworth, Kansas

ENGAGEMENT WITH THE PAST:
The Lives and Works of the World
War II Generation of Historians, Wil-
liam Palmer, The University Press of
Kentucky, Lexington, 2001, 372 pages,
$32.00.

There are three kinds of historians:
lumpers, who use highly technical
terminology; splitters, who catalog
broad similarities among various
events and people; and those who
record the differences. William Palmer
is a lumper. Engagement with the
Past: The Lives and Works of the
World War II Generation of Histori-
ans is Palmer’s history of 23 promi-
nent 20th-century U.S. and British
historians, including Eric Hobsbawm,
Richard Hofstadter, and C. Vann
Woodward, who rank among the gi-
ants of their profession.

Palmer, however, fails to unite his
diverse subjects in any meaningful
way. As young adults, these histori-
ans lived through the Depression
and World War II, but despite the
subtitle, Palmer does not attempt to
depict the scholars as the “greatest
generation” of historians. (An equal-
ly accomplished score of Anglo-
American historians, Frederick Jack-
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son Turner, Charles Beard, and Perry
Miller, were born in the first quarter
of the last century.) He could have
labeled the scholars the “Cold War
generation” because they published
their most important works in the
decades after 1945. Palmer set himself
an almost impossible task in trying to
sort through an entire generation of
historians. The scope of the subjects’
collective scholarship is as stagger-
ing as its quality, encompassing vir-
tually every facet of modern history.

The first half of the book sketches
the historians’ personal and profes-
sional lives. Palmer’s recitation of
ancient academic catfights and other
tribal lore are numbingly familiar to
any history graduate student and
completely uninteresting to anyone
not a member of the guild. The sec-
ond half examines the scholars’
works. Palmer opines that the book
shares as a central theme, a new “no-
tion of submerged reality. . . . Histori-
cal truth, like an iceberg, is never
what it appears on the surface.” But,
Palmer claims too much here. He over-
reaches when he asserts his subjects
were first to move decisively beyond
mere narrative history to richer the-
matic analyses, as his own discus-
sion of the scholars’ mentors reveals.
The preceding generation of histori-
ans framed highly sophisticated ana-
lytical histories that engage to this
day.

Other superior group portraits of
past masters are in print, and several
of those profiled by Palmer have writ-
ten autobiographies. Readers would
be better served by reading the origi-
nal masterpieces composed by these
great historians.

COL Alan Cate, USA,
Carlisle Barracks, Pennsylvania

HATRED: The Psychological Descent
into Violence, Willard Gaylin, Public-
Affairs, New York, 2003, 256 pages,
$24.00.

Written by Willard Gaylin, a pro-
fessor of clinical psychology, Ha-
tred: The Psychological Descent
into Violence is a worthwhile book
with few flaws. Gaylin uses a clinical
model to discuss modern problems.
Looking into the roles of fanatical
social and religious leaders, Gaylin
suggests hatred is not necessarily an
emotion, but a psychological disor-

der. This is unfortunate, because the
book does not really discuss typical,
lesser-known hate criminals. Gaylin
does complete his mission of show-
ing why passionate attachment turns
into large-scale hatred and violence.

One of the book’s weaker points
is a blanket and all-too-simple as-
sumption that some hatred, such as
against Israel, is caused by the com-
mon emotion, jealousy. This is some-
what disappointing considering
Gaylin’s credentials and his handling
of most of the controversial issues.
Perhaps, the subject is so broad one
might assume Gaylin had to crunch
some of his theories because of
space.

While he offers little hope of a
solution, the fascinating tales of well-
known incidents and what probably
led to the mindset that caused them
makes this book worth reading.

Stephanie B. Mojica,
Los Angeles, California

LIFTING THE FOG OF WAR ,
Admiral Bill Owens, with Ed Offley, The
John Hopkins University Press, Baltimore,
MD, 2001, 296 pages, $16.95.

In Lifting the Fog of War, Admiral
Bill Owens, former Vice Chairman of
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, states that
few Americans, including few Ameri-
can policymakers, have personal
experience with our all-volunteer mili-
tary. When watching CNN news re-
ports of America’s easy military
successes in the Persian Gulf, Koso-
vo, and Afghanistan, Americans
might think that their military is suf-
ficiently strong to dominate all con-
flicts for the foreseeable future.
When defense budget discussions
arise, they might ask, “If the military
ain’t broke, why spend all those bil-
lions to fix it?”

Owens shows that, while appear-
ing formidable, America’s military is,
in fact, “running on empty.” Because
of force reductions, frequent deploy-
ments, and aging combat systems
fast approaching obsolescence,
America’s military is in danger of
imploding.

Owens offers a relatively inex-
pensive fix. By integrating advanced
information technology into rede-
signed force structures and by devel-
oping innovative doctrine, tactics,
and training to govern their employ-

ment, the military can conduct a revo-
lution in the way America wages war.
America could transform its military
into a smaller, more flexible and lethal,
and less expensive force. He devel-
ops his argument with historical ex-
amples of how failure to adapt force
structure, doctrine, and tactics, and
training new technology, led to de-
feat for France in the Franco-Prussian
War, for the Confederacy at Gettys-
burg, and, he argues, for NATO in its
air war over Kosovo and Yugoslavia.

To Owens, the largest obstacle to
change is not the American public or
America’s policymakers, but the
armed services themselves. What is
most needed, he argues, is a trans-
formation in the zero-sum mindset of
America’s military leaders.

True military Transformation might
mean the loss or realignment of the
services’ traditional roles and mis-
sions, resulting in fewer budget dol-
lars for the losing service. Military
leaders, primarily concerned with or-
ganizational survival in a fiscally con-
strained environment, impede the
military’s transformation into a truly
joint force that could best and least
expensively leverage the Nation’s
information technology advantages
to pursue national objectives.

Owens skillfully portrays the state
of America’s military and offers con-
crete steps to solve its problems. I
recommend the book to senior mili-
tary leaders, civilian policymakers,
and civilians who wonder, “If it ain’t
broke, why fix it?”

MAJ Robert P. Mooney, Jr., USA,
Fort Leavenworth, Kansas

TURKISH FOREIGN POLICY IN
AN AGE OF UNCERTAINTY,  F.
Stephen Larrabee and Ian O. Lesser, Santa
Monica, CA, RAND (National Security
Research Division), 2003, 217 pages,
$24.00.

Nations act in accordance with
self-interest. When nations refine
those interests, however, their allies
and partners must be attentive to the
intensity and direction of change.
This is particularly true of Turkey,
whose role and identity has changed
more than once during the 20th
century. Today, Turkey’s regional
and bilateral relationships are more
complex and changeable than ever.

According to F. Stephen Larrabee
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and Ian O. Lesser, one lesson of the
recent war in Iraq is that we should
reevaluate assumptions about Tur-
key. We cannot take for granted
Turkey’s assumed role as anchor of
NATO’s southern flank and equal
participant in the fight against Iraq.
Larrabee and Lesser discuss what
Turkey might do in the future, its
opportunities, and the risks it is will-
ing to take. Turkey’s actions then
become much clearer.

Turkish Foreign Policy in an Age
of Uncertainty, which is an excellent
introduction to the complexities of
Turkish foreign relations, begins with
themes and definitions necessary for
any analysis of Turkey’s foreign re-
lations. Larrabee and Lesser analyze
Turkey’s changing domestic situa-
tion and its influence on self-defini-
tion and its future goals. Through-
out the book, the authors stress the
importance of internal factors, includ-
ing Islamist political parties and their
potential effects on the secular Turk-
ish state, Turkey’s troubled econ-
omy, its orientation toward Europe,
and its national cohesion, given its
large Kurdish population.

The authors discuss Turkey’s en-
try into the European Union, its rela-
tionships with Europe, and its impor-
tant bilateral relationships with
Greece and the United States, the
Balkans, Eurasia, Mediterranean, and
the Middle East. While the book
clearly expresses cause and effect,
readers unfamiliar with the region
might find the book difficult to fol-
low, but the benefits from under-
standing what Larrabee and Lesser
refer to as this “pivot State” are
worth the effort. Ample footnotes
and a good bibliography guide the
reader toward more reading.

Robert Stacy,
Leominster, Massachusetts

HELL WOULDN’T STOP: An Oral
History of the Battle of Wake Island,
Chet Cunningham, Carroll & Graf Publish-
ers, New York, 2002, 283 pages, $26.00.

Chet Cunningham, author of Hell
Wouldn’t Stop: An Oral History of the
Battle of Wake Island, is the brother
of a Wake Island survivor who never
discussed his harrowing experiences,
but who did write about them in pri-
vate notes. Cunningham used the
notes to connect with other Wake

Island survivors, whose personal
accounts he gathered.

The stories begin with the well-
organized Japanese assault against
Wake Island in December 1941.
Hearing that Pearl Harbor had
been bombed, U.S. troops on Wake
Island set up forces to protect them-
selves and the island, not knowing
that they were vastly outnumbered.
Despite their valiant effort, they
eventually surrendered to the over-
whelming Japanese force, beginning
an odyssey that lasted almost 4
years.

Individual accounts describe the
suffering and wretched conditions
endured on the prison ships and at
prison camps. Japan claimed its
prison conditions were adequate, yet
the prisoners became extremely weak
from a lack of food and an over-
whelming workload. They built war
items for the enemy and suffered
because of their comrades’ military
successes, but this only buoyed their
morale.

Cunningham’s brother never
spoke of the tremendous hardships
he faced. Only after his death did
Cunningham learn of his brother’s
suffering. By chronicling the tales of
these heroic men, Cunningham has
preserved his brother’s memory well.

1LT Rene De La Rosa, USA,
Fort Sam Houston, Texas

 THE KAISER: New Research on
Wilhelm II’s Role in Imperial Ger-
many, Annika Mombauer and Wilhelm
Deist, eds., Cambridge University Press,
New York, 2003, 299 pages, $60.00.

The aim of The Kaiser: New Re-
search on Wilhelm II’s Role in Im-
perial Germany is to add to the
field of scholarship on the am-
biguous reign of Kaiser Wilhelm II
and to honor Wilhelm II’s biographer,
John Röhl. The essays, which are
applicable to Russia’s military and
diplomatic history, are a cooperative
effort and offer a spectrum of ap-
proaches. Topics range from unre-
stricted submarine warfare to Walther
Rathenau’s relationship with the
Kaiser. Two essays have special
appeal, one dealing with the inter-
national intervention in China’s
Boxer Rebellion, the other with the
personal relationship between Wil-
helm II and U.S. President Theodore

Roosevelt. Three essays debate the
Kaiser’s role before and during World
War I.

The essays fill significant gaps in
current scholarship regarding Ger-
many before World War I, particularly
the evaluation of Wilhelm’s role in
Germany’s involvement in the war.
For those interested in the origins of
World War I and German history in
general, this book has much to offer.

David J. Schepp,
 Columbus, Georgia

STRATEGIC ASIA 2003-04: Fragil-
ity and Crisis, Richard J. Ellings and
Aaron L. Friedberg, eds. with Michael
Wills. National Bureau of Asian Research,
Seattle, WA, 2003, 526 pages, $24.95.

Strategic Asia 2003-04: Fragility
and Crisis is the third volume in
an annual collection of essays in
which well-known Asian special-
ists address the region’s near-term
outlook. Divided into sections of in-
dividual country studies, regional
overviews, and specific subject ar-
eas, the book analyzes recent devel-
opments from a U.S. policy perspec-
tive. Regional overviews include
Northeast, Southeast, and Central
Asia, while South Asia is covered in
chapters on India and Pakistan. The
book’s contributors are primarily
scholars from academia and think
tanks rather than being government
officials.

Most of the analyses are standard
geopolitical fare, although many es-
says focus on economics. An appen-
dix containing the region’s statistical
data complements the text, and an on-
line database provides further infor-
mation.

Essayist Zachary Abuza de-
scribes the depth of penetration and
the degree of cooperation among
radical Islamic groups in the region
and profiles the history, organization,
and leadership of the Jemaah Islam-
iya terrorist network. Nicholas Eber-
stadt argues that China’s state pen-
sion severely constrains plans for an
increasingly elderly population. He
also describes the difficulty of work-
ing past retirement age in labor-
intensive China. The lack of quality
health care could also pose potential
social stresses. Such stressors, he
writes, could strain the economy,
leading to political pressures that
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might affect China’s market reforms
and democratization.

Current through July-August
2003, the book serves as a handy
reference with well-presented statis-
tical data that combines mainstream,
short-term analysis of the region’s
major actors.

Clifton W. Sherrill,  Ph.D.,
 Tallahassee, Florida

DISARMAMENT SKETCHES:
Three Decades of Arms Control and
International Law,  Thomas Graham, Jr.,
University of Washington Press, Seattle,
2002, 362 pages, $35.00.

Thomas Graham, Jr., contends that
Disarmament Sketches: Three De-
cades of Arms Control and Interna-
tional Law was written as a personal
account of his 27 years of experi-
ences at the Arms Control and Dis-
armament Agency (ACDA), not as
an exhaustive history of arms control.
In truth, however, it is much closer
to the latter than the former. Because
of Graham’s involvement in all as-
pects of arms control, including be-
ing the general counsel and acting
director of ACDA, this personal ac-
count becomes a history of arms
control policy development within
the U.S. Government as well as a his-
tory of the ACDA.

Instead of approaching the sub-
ject as a straight-line chronological
narrative, Graham builds his work
around the key arms control initia-
tives that occurred from the time of
President Richard M. Nixon’s admin-
istration to that of President Bill
Clinton. Of value is an insider’s ex-
planation of the internal and bureau-
cratic debates that surrounded those
initiatives and how policies devel-
oped. The reader receives a com-
plete understanding of how interpre-
tations of the Antiballistic Missile
Treaty became a point of contention
when President Ronald Reagan’s
administration opined that a broad
reading of the treaty allowed for de-
veloping and testing “Star Wars.”
The reader also receives an apprecia-
tion for the debate’s intensity. Gra-
ham was deeply involved in all these
policies, so he gives depth to key
American and Russian players’ per-
sonalities.

The policy discussions are only
one aspect of this work. Because

Graham’s career effectively covered
ACDA history, the reader is led
though the bureaucratic machina-
tions that occurred from administra-
tion to administration on the role
ACDA would play. The adminis-
trative history of an independent
ACDA ended when it was folded
into the U.S. Department of State in
1999.

The book, laden with jargon, is at
times quite technical. A detailed glos-
sary would have helped those not
conversant with the names of the
Soviet missiles or acronyms for trea-
ties or arms control initiatives. Be-
cause the book is a personal recol-
lection, it contains no footnotes or
bibliography. These are minor criti-
cisms, however, when compared to
the book’s value. Those specializing
in arms control should read this
book; it is a valuable beginning
primer on the subject.

John C. Binkley, Ph.D.,
Adelphi, Maryland

NERVE CENTER: Inside the White
House Situation Room, Michael K.
Bohn, Brassey’s Inc., Dulles, VA, 2003,
239 pages, $24.95.

The Situation Room is a series of
rooms in the West Wing’s basement
staffed by members of government
agencies responsible for national
security. After working in the U.S.
Army Europe’s (USAREUR) War
Room and the National Military Com-
mand Center in the Pentagon (and
watching NBC’s West Wing), I
thought I had an idea of what the
White House Situation Room looked
like. I was wrong.

Michael K. Bohn, the director of
the Situation Room during President
Ronald Reagan’s administration, dis-
pels “Sit Room” myths that show it
as an underground command center
with big-screen monitors and military
personnel in direct communication
with fighter planes. His book, Nerve
Center Inside the White House Situ-
ation Room, looks at the room from
when President John F. Kennedy cre-
ated it in May 1961 to President
George W. Bush’s use of it after the
September 2001 terrorist attacks.

Every president who used the
room, used it differently. President
Lyndon Johnson met in the room
daily with military planners to select

targets during the Vietnam war, but
President Bill Clinton’s National Se-
curity Advisor, Tony Lake, kept
Clinton out of the room to avoid any
public perception of a crisis.

Nerve Center discusses critical
events through the years, key deci-
sions made, and the people involved.
Photographs and floor plans supply
a visual perspective. The book also
provides a good historical back-
ground—with one drawback. The fi-
nal chapter is a fictional account of
a future crisis and how the room’s
duty staff might respond. Bohn tries
to show how advanced computer
and communications might work and
suggests the staff ’s human side
would remain the same.

I recommend this book to anyone
interested in knowing what goes on
in the White House situation room,
its limitations, and its capabilities.

COL Robert S. Driscoll, USA,
Retired, Washington, D.C.

MARINE RIFLEMAN: Forty-Three
Years in the Corps, Wesley L. Fox,
Brassey’s Inc., Dulles, VA, 2002, 395
pages, $27.95.

An old axiom says that in every
life there is a story to tell. Whether
that is true for every life is debatable,
but the axiom holds true for the life
of Wesley L. Fox. Marine Rifleman:
Forty-Three Years in the Corps is
proof. Recipient of the Medal of
Honor, two Legion of Merit awards,
a Bronze Star with a Combat V (with
valor), and three Purple Heart med-
als, Fox—a man who consistently
aspired to follow a code of honor and
ethics—inspires military and civilians
alike.

Fox tells the story of his life as he
lived it, from the influences of his
mother and father and 9 siblings, to
his 43 years in the Marine Corps,
culminating with his retirement in
1993 at age 62. Fox then served as
Deputy Commandant of Cadets at
Virginia Tech, a position he held un-
til his retirement in 2001. A “gungy
Marine” who did it all from Korea to
Vietnam and beyond, Fox would
have been forgiven for his autobiog-
raphy being a bit self-congratulatory,
but he has not snared himself in such
a trap and avoids hyperbole. Doing
so makes the story all the more re-
markable.

BOOK REVIEWS
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concept and that it is finally getting
the support it needs.

I would like to add some clarifica-
tion of my own. Current MPF is made
up of three Maritime Pre-positioning
Squadrons (MPSRONs), with each
MPSRON made up of Maritime Pre-
positioning Ships (MPS). Currently,
16 ships carry Marine Corps Cargo:
5 MPS in MPSRON One, 5 in
MPSRON Two, and 6 in MPSRON
Three. Additional ships are under the
MPSRON’s command and control,
but they are not part of the MPF.
They are part of the Combat Pre-
positioning Force, which carries an
Army Heavy Brigade, and Logistic
PFSs, which carry Defense Logistics
Agency fuels, Air Force and USN
ammunition, and USMC aviation
support equipment. [For more infor-
mation, see on-line at <www.msc.
navy.mil/ factsheet/apf.asp>.] I have

not personally sailed on these ves-
sels, but former classmates who
have support the published view. In
support of Weaver’s view, a legacy
MPF MPSRON, when married or in-
corporated into the current sea-base,
supports a Marine Expeditionary Bri-
gade-size Marine Air Ground Task
Force.

I would also like to thank Weaver
for suggesting some exceptional
websites that provide additional in-
formation on sea-basing concepts. I
encourage Weaver to incorporate his
ideas into a future paper on the vir-
tues of sea-basing and MPF(F). Do-
ing so will stimulate future discus-
sions in the joint force, which will be
beneficial to the general understand-
ing of the MPF(F) and how to use it
in future sea-based engagements.
An increased interest will make sea-
basing a truly joint concept.

Letters continued from page 4
Using an interesting literary de-

vice, Fox names the chapters of the
book by his military rank—Private,
Private First Class, Corporal, Ser-
geant. Perhaps he did this to help his
memory; perhaps he did it as an easy
way to catalog his experiences, but
whatever his reason, it helps the
reader follow his growth and career.
The changes in rank correspond
nicely with changes in responsibility
and experiences, and the reader can
see the changes every rank caused
in his life. At the end of every chap-
ter he lists lessons learned.

This unpretentious book does not
attempt to be more than it is—an
easy, enjoyable account of a life well
lived. Marines will find it especially
interesting, and some might find sto-
ries about Marines they know. Fox
describes what it means to be a
Marine better than any slogan or ad-
vertising campaign ever could.

LTC David G. Rathgeber, USMC,
Retired, Camp Pendleton, California


